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This issue presents five papers focusing on a variety of topics related to the contemporary

air transport environment.

In the first paper, Angeline Ram, John F. O’Connell, Marina Efthymiou and Eric
Tchouamou Njoya investigate whether safety behaviour within Canadian Air Carriers is
aligned to the objectives of the Safety Management System (SMS) given that the importance
of safety within an organization is determined by the implementation of a SMS,
organizational culture, management commitment and behaviour, the activity of staff
themselves, and the degree to which safety reporting is upheld. Since Canada was the first
country globally to implement regulation mandating a Safety Management System (SMS)
programme, a primary research was undertaken to identify areas of improvement based on

the opinions expressed by the interviewed safety experts.

Accessibility and connectivity to facilitate tourism development in a destination is the topic of
the second paper where Dalida Messian, Ioulia Poulaki and Konstantinos Marinakos
highlight the contribution of funding and investments in tourism development related to the
destination’s transport infrastructure focusing on air services. Paros Island is the destination
selected as the case study, since it presents high interest due to recent funding and
investments actions towards air transport sector. More specifically, the existence of a Public
Service Obligation (PSO) route between Athens and Paros and the recent local airport
expansion, partially funded by the private sector investment action, determine Paros as a

noteworthy practice to be investigated.

In the third paper Thomas Vaan Asch, Wouter Dewulf, Franziska Kupfer, Hilde
Meersman, Evy Onghena and Eddy Van de Voorde study the competitiveness of
European airports with respect to air cargo, illustrating the relevant characteristics that
determine the competitiveness of an airport, identified by an extensive literature review and
by interviews with industry-specialists. Authors postulate that these characteristics can be
divided into four different components: territory, air cargo marketplace, airport operations
and product differentiation, with each component consisting of several factors affecting

airport competitiveness for cargo.

Subsequently, Konstantinos Marinakos and Ioulia Poulaki explore the potential of the
Tripoli military airport in Greece for civil aviation use, seeking to analyze the functional
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relationship between small regional airports and local tourism businesses. The results of
their study can contribute to the financial planning and organization of a destination, given
the positive impact of air transport on tourism development when destinations experience

an improvement in accessibility; this is especially the case for geographically isolated areas.

In the fifth paper Emmanuel Chukwuka Bardi analyzes the spatial patterns of domestic
air passenger traffic generated by the interacting city-pairs in Nigeria’s air transportation
system at five points in time in order to establish the spatial and temporal changes that
have taken place over the examined period. The relationships between the populations of
the cities and the volumes of domestic air passenger traffic generated by the cities are also
examined to establish the impact of population on the traffic generating capacity of the
cities. The study revealed that Lagos was the dominant domestic air passenger traffic
generation centre, highlighting that few centres generated most of the domestic air
passenger traffic in Nigeria and that the spatial pattern of traffic generation tended more

towards concentration rather than dispersal.

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I would like to extend my thanks to all the authors and
reviewers for their hard work and contribution to this issue of the Journal of Air Transport
Studies. We believe that these papers provide a valuable contribution to aviation research

but may also be of significant added value to air transport practitioners.

Professor Dr Andreas Papatheodorou
Editor-in-Chief
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