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Industry Perspectives should be up to 1,000 words and provide a practitioner’s point of view 
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specify whether their views are espoused by their organization or not. 
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Editorial 
 

This issue of the Journal of Air Transport Studies includes five papers.   

 

In the first paper, Ong Su-Wuen, Robert Y. Cavana and Mondher Sahli focus on airline 

safety management using a systems thinking approach applied in the context of New 

Zealand.  Their study is based on causal loop modelling; this may prove a promising tool 

with important implications for all stakeholders involved in the airline industry.  The second 

paper by Jin-Long Lu investigates issues of passenger perceived value from full service 

carriers vis-à-vis low fare airlines.  A suitable theoretical framework is applied in the context 

of Taiwanese travellers and the various research hypotheses are tested using among others 

regression analysis. 

 

Doron Levy, Yvonne Ziegler and Susanne Koch discuss a risk assessment profiling 

procedure for air cargo in the third paper.  Appropriate combinations of human and 

technological resources may substantially enhance the screening process resulting in higher 

efficiency and/or lower cost for the industry. In the fourth contribution, James Higgins, 

Kent Lovelace, Elizabeth Bjerke, Nick Lounsberry, Rebecca Lutte, Daniel 

Friedenzohn, Sam Pavel, Bruce Chase and Paul Craig examine issues related to airline 

pilot labour supply to conclude that a significant shortage of pilots is expected to emerge 

within the next twenty years; as a result, suitable policies should be introduced to deal with 

this problem.  Finally, in the fifth paper, Sotiroula Liasidou highlights a number of 

important pillars related to holiday trips and associated consumer behaviour.  Using factor 

analysis the author stresses the role of customer service, price sensitivity and choice and 

shows their implications for airline strategies. 

 

May we take this opportunity to thank all our authors and referees for their support in 

publishing this tenth issue of the Journal.  Our continuing partnership with Air Transport 

News and our new collaboration with the Laboratory for Tourism Research and Studies of 

the University of the Aegean, Greece facilitate the open access character of the Journal 

aiming at ensuring that JATS can get a significant exposure to the academic and business 

audience and raise its profile accordingly.  Enjoy reading! 
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