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Editorial

This issue of the Journal of Air Transport Studies includes five papers. Metrass-Mendes
and de Neufville examine the US experience of air transportation policy for smaller
communities. The results show overall gains in efficiency, mostly attributable to the US
policy of encouraging competition between air carriers seeking to provide service to small
communities. Nevertheless, a major flaw in the US arrangements seems to be that the
policies have not kept up with changing conditions since deregulation in 1978.
Subsequently, Kupfer, Meersman, Onghena and Van de Voorde provide useful insights
into the relationship between air cargo and merchandise trade at the aggregate and
disaggregated level with a particular focus on the air cargo flows between major regions.
This paper explains the economic rationale behind the air cargo market structure. The
results will lead to a better understanding of the air cargo sector by academics and

practitioners alike.

In the following contribution, Ribeiro, Santos and Fraga examine both the internal and
external factors that have led to the substantial decrease in the number of regional airports
with regular scheduled air services following the deregulation of the Brazilian aviation
market. They conclude that the country’s potential for national integration and political
unity has been weakened. Then, Hsueh, Douglas and Robertson investigate the
product factors that could enable airlines to command a price premium in the Sydney to Los
Angeles market. The regression results show that service quality, space, connectivity and
alliance membership all have a positive influence on price on this route. Finally, Dimitriou,
Sartzetaki, Voskaki and Athanasiadis present an input-output model and discuss how it
can be used to quantify the benefits of tourist airports on regional economy. The

methodology is applied to study a new airport on the island of Crete in Greece.

May we take this opportunity to thank all our authors and referees for their support in
publishing this fourth issue of our Journal. Our continuing partnership with Air Transport
News in conjunction with the open access character of the journal aim at ensuring that JATS
can get a significant exposure to the academic and business audience and raise its profile

accordingly. Enjoy reading!

Dr Andreas Papatheodorou, Editor-in-Chief
Dr Kostas latrou, Associate Editor
Dr Zheng Lei, Assistant Editor
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