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Conference Reports should be between 1,000 and 1,500 words.  They should provide 

factual information (e.g. conference venue, details of the conference organizers), present 

the various programme sessions and summarize the key research findings. 

 

Book Reviews should be between 1,000 and 1,500 words.  They should provide factual 

information (e.g. book publisher, number of pages and ISBN, price on the publisher’s 

website) and critically discuss the contents of a book mainly in terms of its strengths and 

weaknesses. 

 

Industry Perspectives should be up to 1,000 words and provide a practitioner’s point of view 

on contemporary developments in the air transport industry.  Contributors should explicitly 

specify whether their views are espoused by their organization or not. 
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or students may utilize the equipment, possibly causing the equipment to fail.  The 

faculty in the Aviation Technology Department at Purdue University performed this 

study to determine if biometric usage is a feasible and secure method in operating a 

flight training device and eventually securing an actual aircraft versus the older lock 
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identification had to be made prior to the program being able to initialize.  The data 
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Editorial 
 

This inaugurating issue of the Journal of Air Transport Studies includes five carefully 

selected papers covering various topics.  O’Connell and Williams review the process of 

aviation liberalisation and its impact on the Middle East.  The proposed multilateral regional 

air transport agreement closely mirrors the EU’s Third Liberalization Package, which fully 

opened the aviation market among its Member States.  A particularly interesting finding of 

the paper is that low-cost carriers are circumnavigating the regulatory obstacles and 

manage to gain a foothold in the marketplace of the Middle East.   

 

In another paper, Vogel and Graham propose a driver-based approach to airport 

valuation.  By analysing a sample of eight publicly quoted European airports, the authors 

find that the conventional valuation approach is prone to overall stock market fluctuations, 

unfriendly takeover bids or corporate share buybacks.  Therefore, the authors suggest that 

an alternative approach focusing on business-based key performance indicators should be 

incorporated into airport valuation as these reflect more accurately the financial position and 

true value of the airport.    

 

The other three papers have one thing in common, namely, their use of the survey research 

method.  Wittmer and Laesser look into business travellers’ perception of time.  Based on 

a large survey, the authors find that a delay of up to 30 minutes is acceptable in air travel.  

Groppe, Bui and Pagliari conduct a survey to identify the aircraft pilot’s perspective when 

cooperating with other operators during various flight situations.  The results reveal that 

inadequate information sharing is a root cause for process failure during flight operation.  

Finally, Dillman, Hendricks, Petrelli and Elliott survey 43 flight instructors and find that 

that installing a biometric reader onto a flight simulator is a feasible and secure method in 

operating a flight training device.  The findings have important commercial implications 

which could result in replacing the current lock-and-key method on aircraft with biometric 

access. 

 

May we take this opportunity to thank all our authors and referees for their support in 

publishing this first issue of our Journal.  Enjoy reading! 
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